CABINET

Minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Tuesday, 14 April 2026 at the Council
Offices, Holt Road, Cromer, NR27 9EN at 10.00 am

Committee

Members Present:
Clir L Shires (Deputy Chair) Clir T Adams (Chair)
Clir H Blathwayt ClIr C Ringer
Clir L Withington Clir J Boyle

Members also Clir C Cushing

attending: Clir N Dixon

Officers in

Attendance:
Chief Executive, Democratic Services Manager, Assistant Director for
Finance, Assets, Legal & Monitoring Officer, S151 Officer and
Director of Resources, Assistant Director for Environment & Leisure,
Housing Strategy and Delivery Manager, Benefits Manager and
Assistant Director for Resources

Apologies for Clir A Brown

Absence: Clir J Toye
Clir A Varley

31 MINUTES

32

33

34

35

36

The minutes of the meeting held on 9" March were approved as a correct record.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS

None received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS

None received.

MEMBERS' QUESTIONS

The Chair advised members that they could ask questions as matters arise during
the meeting.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no recommendations from the Overview & Scrutiny Committee to
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Cabinet.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FULL COUNCIL

The Chair invited Clir C Ringer, Portfolio Holder for Environmental and Waste
Services, to speak on this item. Clir Ringer proposed that the recommendations
were accepted and it was

RESOLVED unanimously
To accept the following recommendations from Full Council:

i) Investigate fly-tipping instances and where suitable evidence exists, take
appropriate enforcement action possible against those responsible.

i) Ensure all fixed penalty notices for littering and fly-tipping to the legal
maximum as appropriate

i) Promote regularly the “Lets S.C.R.A.P. fly-tipping” campaign to increase
awareness of the householder Duty of Care requirements so that they only
use registered waste carriers to dispose of their waste.

iv) Ensure that all businesses in the district have appropriate Duty of Care
arrangements in place and take appropriate action where this is found not to
be the case.

V) Lobby the Government to amend the Environmental Protection Act 1990 so
that the Government take financial responsibility for the removal of fly-tipping
waste from private land.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RENTER’S RIGHTS ACT 2025 AND ASSOCIATED
POLICIES

Cllr C Ringer, Portfolio Holder for IT, Environmental & Waste Services, introduced
this item. He said that in line with national legislation, these policies needed to be
adopted by 15 May 2026.

He explained that the Renters’ Rights Act 2025 introduced major reforms to landlord
and tenant law, significantly expanding the duties and enforcement responsibilities of
local authorities, including enhanced investigatory powers, new tenancy rights, and
extended civil penalty provisions, a new Housing Standards Enforcement Policy and
a Civil Penalties Policy. In addition, the policies would set out how the Council would
apply these new statutory duties, including enforcing new offences, applying
increased penalty thresholds, and ensuring consistent and transparent decision
making.

He concluded by saying that the changes were welcomed.

Clir J Boyle, Portfolio Holder for Housing & Benefits, added that it was not clear yet
how much additional work would be generated for officers. She added that getting
the policies in place to meet the tight timescales had been hard work and she
thanked the staff involved.

The Chair thanked them both and said he was confident that in baseline revenue
terms, officers could do the work required. Officers were very experienced in this
field.

It was proposed by ClIr C Ringer, seconded by Clir J Boyle and
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RESOLVED to

(a) Approve the contents of the new Housing Standards Enforcement Policy,
attached as Appendix 1 and agree that this policy shall be implemented and take
effect from the 1st of May 2026.

(b) Grant delegated authority to the Assistant Director People Services, to make
where necessary any minor amendments and updates to the Housing Standards
Enforcement Policy required, to reflect any organisational or further legislative
changes which take place following implementation

c) Approve the Civil Penalties Policy, attached as Appendix 2 and agree that this
policy shall be implemented and take effect from the 1st of May 2026.

(d) Grant delegated authority to the Assistant Director for People Services and
Assistant Director Environmental & Leisure Services in consultation with the relevant
Portfolio Holder, to make where necessary any minor amendments and updates to
the Civil Penalties Policy required, to reflect any organisational or further legislative
changes which take place following implementation.

Reasons for the decision:

The adoption of these two new policies in place of the Council's current policies is
required to enable the Council to undertake its new duties under the Renters’ Rights
Act 2025 from 15 May 2026.

LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSING FUND ROUND 4 - PURCHASE OF TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATION

Clir J Boyle, Portfolio Holder for Housing & Benefits, introduced this item. She
explained that the Council had negotiated a higher level of grant funding for 2026/27
in Round 4 of the Government’s Local Authority Housing Fund (LAHF). The report
set out proposals to accept the grant offered (£1.336m) to help purchase a further
nine units of Temporary Accommodation for homeless households. She said that the
additional funding was welcomed. Every house mattered and made a real difference.

The Chair said that securing this funding showed that the Government recognised
the success of the Council in the previous three rounds of grant funding. The impact
was significant on an individual level.

It was proposed by ClIr J Boyle, seconded by Clir L Shires and
RESOLVED to

o Agree to accept the £1.336m of Local Authority Housing Fund grant

e Use the LAHF grant to part fund the purchase of nine further units of
temporary accommodation, including any resources needed to support this

e Give delegated authority to the Section 151 Officer in consultation with the
Portfolio Holder for Housing and Peoples’ Services, to agree the actual
purchases of the properties (within the identified budget limits as may be
agreed by Full Council).
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Reason for the decision:

To seek approval for the Council to accept the LAHF grant and use the grant to help
acquire further homes to use as temporary accommaodation

FAKENHAM LEISURE AND SPORTS HUB - PROGRESS UPDATE

Cllr L Withington, Portfolio Holder for Leisure, invited the Director for Service
Delivery to introduce this item.

He began by saying that construction work was progressing. It started on time,
although there had been some challenges regarding the schedule of work as the
contractor had to re-profile some work due to matters outside of their control. This
included issues regarding the steel work required to build the extension to the
current sports centre, although he was pleased to say that this was now being
erected.

In general, the build was on time and this included improvements to the UK Power
Network sub-station on the site to ensure it could take the maximum amount of
power. He went onto say that one of the issues associated with the changes to the
public sector decarbonisation scheme was that some of the designs around the wet
system and underfloor heating needed to be changed.

Referring to the process for the 3G pitch, he said that due to the original
Government deadlines, it had been de-coupled from the original planning
application. A planning application for the pitch had now been submitted as part of
the application process for grant funding from the Football Foundation. Confirmation
had now been received that the Football Foundation had given a capital grant for the
3G pitch.

In terms of cashflow, it was currently a bit lower due to the steel work but it was
expected to catch up again. The next release of funds from central government in
May should take the project up to the completion date.

In conclusion, he said that risks associated with the project had been managed and
where possible. The biggest risk was uncertainty associated with the planning
permission regarding the 3G pitch.

The Chair thanked him and said he welcomed the progress being made. He thanked
everyone involved in the project.

Cabinet AGREED to note the update on the Fakenham Leisure and Sports Hub
project.

ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT - 3G PITCH, TRAP LANE FAKENHAM

The Chair invited the Portfolio Holder for Leisure, Clir L Withington, to introduce this
item. She explained that Officers had been working with the Football Foundation to
prepare an application for funding towards the provision of the 3G pitch and that they
had heard recently that the award had been approved. The provision of the 3G pitch
was an integral part of the bid submission for Levelling Up funding and formed part
of the match funding to the grant amount awarded in 2023.

The acceptance of the grant would enable the completion of the Fakenham Leisure
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and Sports Hub project as submitted to Government and would meet the need
identified in the Playing Pitch Strategy

The report set out the options around accepting the Football Foundation grant
funding and recommended acceptance of the grant award. She concluded by
thanking officers for persevering with the application.

Cllr C Cushing said that as Local Member, he wanted to thank everyone for their
hard work in getting the project to this stage. It would help create a sports centre of
excellence together with the adjacent sports and fitness centre. It would be used by
both Fakenham Academy and local football clubs.

It was proposed by CliIr L Withington, seconded by Cllr T Adams and
RESOLVED

e To accept the Football Foundation grant funding and proceed with the
provision of a 91m x 55m FIFA Quality 3G pitch at Trap Lane Fakenham.

e To authorise Officers to sign the relevant agreements with the Football
Foundation to allow delivery of the 3G pitch provision.

Reasons for the decision:

The provision of the 3G pitch was an integral part of the bid submission for Levelling
Up funding and formed part of the match funding to the grant amount awarded in
2023.

The acceptance of the grant will enable the completion of the Fakenham Leisure and
Sports Hub project as submitted Government and will meet the need identified in the
Playing Pitch Strategy

RETENTION OF PUBLIC TOILET PROVISION - STATION APPROACH,
SHERINGHAM

The Chair invited Clir C Ringer, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Waste, to
introduce this item. He began by saying that there had been some anxiety locally
regarding the possible loss of the provision of public toilets in this part of
Sheringham and that this was a positive step towards securing continuity of such
provision.

The Chair thanked the Director for Service Delivery for leading on discussions with
North Norfolk Railway (NNR). He said that discretionary facilities such as toilets
played a key role in supporting the local economy.

Cllr L Withington said that as a member for Sheringham, she wanted to thank
officers for bringing this matter forward. It was important for Sheringham to retain
such key facilities and their loss would have a huge impact.

The Director for Service Delivery referred to the second recommendation and sought
a steer from members as to how long the agreement should be for. He said that
discussions with NNR was around the length of the agreement and he asked
whether members wanted to opt for as long as possible. Options ranged from 10, 15
and 25 years.

The Chair said that he would prefer a longer lease with some break clauses to deal



43

44

with any arising issues. Clir L Shires, Portfolio Holder for Finance, said that she
would favour an arrangement for 10 or 15 years, with regular reviews every 5 years.

Members agreed that 15 years was the preferred length for the agreement with
NNR.

The Director for Service Delivery said that NNR had been very accommodating
during discussions and he thanked them for their engagement.

It was proposed by ClIr C Ringer, seconded by CllIr L Shires and

RESOLVED

e That Cabinet enters into an agreement with North Norfolk Railway to retain
public access to the Station Approach Toilets.

e That Cabinet agrees to the agreement running for a period of 15 years, with
break clauses / opportunities to review every 5 years.

e That Cabinet authorises the Director of Service Delivery to negotiate with
North Norfolk Railway on the exact terms of the agreement in order to secure
the best value for money position possible.

Reason for the decision:

To continue the provision of public access toilets in line with the areas of the
Corporate Plan objectives relating to ‘Investing in our Local Economy and
Infrastructure’ and also ‘A Strong, Responsible and Accountable Council’.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

PRIVATE BUSINESS

The meeting ended at 10.28 am.

Chairman



